Remarks 

The foregoing amendment is submitted in response to the final action. The final 
action included a rejection of claims 1, 3, 7 and 9-11. Claims 1, 3 and 7 were rejected under 
35 U.S.C. § 102. Claims 9-1 1 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103. 

The Examiner indicated that claims 2, 4-6, 12-18, 21 and 22 were objected to as being 
dependent on a rejected base claim but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. In the foregoing 
amendments, the rejected claims 1 and 7 have been cancelled. 

Claim 2 has been amended to include all of the limitations of claim 1 from which 
Claim 2 previously depended. Since this amendment traverses the Examiner's objection, 
claim 2 is believed to be allowable. Claim 4 has been amended to include all of the 
limitations from prior claims 1 and 3 upon which it was dependent. As a result, claim 4 as 
amended is also believed to be allowable, and the claims that depend on claim 4 are also 
believed to be allowable. 

Claims 21 and 22 have been amended to include all limitations from claim 1 upon 
which they previously depended. Claim 2 has been amended to depend on amended claim 
21. Rejected claim 3 has been made dependent upon amended claim 21. Accordingly, 
rejected claim 3 is believed to be allowable. 

Rejected claims 9-11 have been amended so as to depend ultimately on allowable 
claim 22, as claim 22 has been amended to be in independent format so that it is believed to 
be allowable. As a result, claims 9-1 1 are believed to be allowable. 

The Examiner had indicated that claims 12-18 were objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim. Notably, claim 12 as presented in the prior amendment was an 
independent claim and claims 13-16 were dependent upon claim 12. However, in claim 12, a 
slight modification to clarify the claim is proposed. Specifically, the phrase "capable of 
generating heat near the first end" is deleted from the preamble as the phrase is essentially 
made redundant by the first limitation (a heat generating member near the first end). Also, 
deleting the phrase from the preamble eliminates the chance that the claim would be 
interpreted as providing that the "second end" generates heat near the first end of the 
elongated body. 

In view of the amendments herein, a response to the Examiner's rejections of claims 1 
and 7 is no longer necessary. Further, with respect to rejected claims 3 and 9-11, the 
rejections of these claims have been resolved by the foregoing amendments. 
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In view of the foregoing, all of the remaining claims are believed to be in condition 
for allowance and an indication thereof is respectfully requested. In event that the Examiner 
concludes that the amendments do not place this application in condition for allowance of all 
of the claims, entry of this amendment is requested for purposes of an appeal. It is noted the 
number of issues which would remain for appeal would be limited by the entry of the instant 
amendment, as 2 claims are cancelled herein. 

If, following reviewing of the foregoing amendments, it is believed that a telephonic 
conference would expedite the prosecution to issuance of the application, the Examiner is 
invited to call the undersigned attorney. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 07-1853 during the pendency 
of prosecution of this application. Should such additional fees be associated with an 
extension of time, applicant respectfully requests that this paper be considered a petition 
therefore. A duplicate of this paper is enclosed for the Deposit Account, should it be 
needed. 



July 26, 2005 

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey, LLP 
810 South Figueroa, 14 th Floor 
Los Angeles, C A 90017 
Telephone: (213)689-5176 
Facsimile: (213)623-4581 




Respectfully submitted 



David B. Abel, Reg. No. 32,394 
Attorney for Applicant 
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